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Hong Kong is an Asia's world city where events of 
different themes and scales take place every day. 
These events, while bringing joy to people, have 
more or less produced waste which may add 
pressure to the local landfills and affect the global 
carbon footprint.

As a matter of fact, we just need some creativity 
to see that there is further room for reducing 
waste and carbon emissions to go green in 
various aspects of an event. Examples include 
encouraging the participants to bring their own 
water bottles and making it a trend; adopting a 
simple setting to enliven the events; building 
children's play areas with materials derived from 
waste to inspire and educate children through fun.

This Guidebook provides clear and practical 
information to help you enhance the 
environmental performance of your event. We call 
upon all of you to understand more about how to 
organise a green event through embracing greater 
social responsibilities and put such knowledge into 
action and to wider use, so as to avoid being 
a "Big Waster". This also helps to build a brand 
image for the events and enhance the participants' 
sense of involvement.

With concerted efforts, we will be able to 
organise successful, colourful, waste-less-and-
carbon-less events which will in turn enable us to 
take pleasure in green living.
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WHAT IS A 
GREEN EVENT? 

WHY 
GREEN 
EVENT? 

HOW TO 
MANAGE YOUR 
WASTE? 

WHO TO 
WORK 
WITH? 

HOW TO 
PROMOTE 
YOUR GREEN 
EFFORTS? 

As Asia's world city, Hong Kong hosts different types of 
colourful and exciting events every year, ranging from cultural 
celebrations, festivals, entertainment, shopping, sports and 
dining events, during which huge amount of waste is 
generated. Early planning on waste management can help to 
minimise waste for disposal. This Waste Reduction Guidebook 
aims to assist event organisers and other related stakeholders 
in developing strategies, plans and measures on waste 
reduction and recycling, with practical examples from local 
and overseas cases as illustration.

The following diagram illustrates 5 major elements in achieving 
waste reduction for events:
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MEtals Paper Plastics 

Food wasteGlass Bottles Reusable items 

Non-recyclable 
wastes 

(CONTAMINATED RECYCLABLES, 
ITEMS WITH MULTI-LAYERED 
MATERIALS OR TETRA-PACKS 

ETC.)  

Other wastes  
(must be collected 

by Licensed 
Collectors)  

(CLINICAL WASTE AND 
CHEMICAL WASTE ETC.) 

Other recyclables/
Donated materials 

(RECHARGEABLE BATTERIES, 
FLUORESCENT TUBES/ LAMPS 

(CFLS), WODDEN PALLETS AND 
SURPLUS FOOD ETC.) 

Fluid collection devices were installed 
in Hong Kong Sevens 2024 to achieve 
clean recycling.

1.

2.
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WASTE PREVENTION - BEFORE THE EVENT 

Impress your participants with a meaningful souvenir 

(Source: The Olympic Games website)

Olympic Medals of Paris 2024

Medals for the 2024 Olympic and 
Paralympic Games in Paris featured 
scrap metal from the Eiffel Tower 
taken during refurbishments and 
repairs, which made up the 
hexagon-shaped centre pieces of 
the gold, silver and bronze medals.
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Example - Digital Event Handbook and Runner's Pack Collection Letters 
(Standard Chartered Hong Kong Marathon 2025) 

By using less papers, the event handbook was 
available in digital format and runner's pack 
collection letters were replaced by email with 
QR code system.

Example - Replace disposable cups (Hong Kong Sevens 2024) 

Reusable cups made from recycled plastic 
were adopted to replace single-use plastic 
cups to serve drinks during the event.

The cups could be returned and stacked at any 
of the collection kiosks set up around the 
stadium, which would then be collected, 
washed, sanitised and re-used.

The regulation on disposable plastic tableware and other plastic 
products has come into force! Please refer to Annex V for 
more information and alternatives.
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EFFECTIVE COLLECTION OF WASTE AND RECYCLABLES 
- DURING THE EVENT

Example - Rental of tableware
(Hong Kong Flower Show 2024) 

Free tableware rental service 
was provided to reduce use of 
disposable tableware as part 
of the effort to reduce waste.

Example - Free drinking water
(Hong Kong Wine & Dine Festival 2024) 

Filtered water dispensers 
were set up to encourage 
event participants to "Bring 
Your Own Bottle".

Events, particularly events being held at outdoor areas, are notorious for 
producing poorly sorted and managed waste and recyclables owing to the 
lack of sufficient recycling facilities and related educational campaigns. 

To effectively implement the waste management 
system, it is important for each event organiser to 
motivate relevant stakeholders to enhance recycling 
practice and save costs. This can help to 'Dump 
Less, Save More'.

To reduce the disposal of plastic beverage bottles, the event organiser 
should consider setting up water refilling facilities at different locations of 
the event premises.
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I.

Hence, clear instructions on proper and clean recycling (e.g. 'where the 
bins are', 'what are acceptable recyclables' and 'what are non-acceptable 
items') should be disseminated to all event stakeholders, particularly the 
frontline staff of the cleansing/ recycling contractor(s), and more 
importantly, the event participants.

Event organisers can follow the steps below to enhance the cost-
effectiveness of their waste collection and management.
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Examples - Resource Recycling Stations

1. Lunar New Year Fair 2025

The Food and Environmental 
Hygiene Department (FEHD) 
installed recycling bins for 
papers, metals, plastics and 
food waste with words and 
illustrations next to a refuse 
bin.

2. Hong Kong  Sevens 2024

Reusable cups collection 
kiosk, fluid collection 
device and recycling bins 
were placed next to the 
trash bin to facilitate 
recycling.
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Example - Green Ambassadors (Hong Kong Flower Show 2024) 

To promote proper and 
clean recycling, Green 
Ambassadors were recruited 
by the Leisure and Cultural 
Services Department (LCSD) 
to station near the recycling 
bins.

DONATE, REUSE AND RECYCLE - AFTER THE EVENT

s



Example - Special types of recyclables (Hong Kong Flower Show 2024) 

Specific recycling bins were 
set up for the event, 
including cartons,  woody 
stems, wilted flowers, 
plastic flower pots and soil.

Glass Bottle Recycling - Glass Management Contractors (GMCs)

14 

The Environmental Protection Department (EPD) has appointed 
Glass Management Contractors (GMCs) to provide effective and 
convenient regional glass container collection and treatment services 
covering the territory, and arrange gainful reuse and recycling of the 
waste glass containers, including recovery for proper treatment 
turning them into reusable materials (e.g. as construction materials) 
and for re-bottling. The event organisers should cooperate with the 
GMCs for arranging glass bottles collection services.
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Food Waste Management - Organic Resources Recovery Centre

About 50-70 % of waste generated from an event arose from food 
and beverage services. Through specifying in the contractual 
requirement, event organisers could require service contractors to 
install food waste collection bins at specified locations (such as in 
Recycling Stations/ Vendor preparation areas) and arrange 
collection services frequently to avoid overfilling.

The first phase and the 
second phase of Organic 
Resources Recovery Centre 
(O·PARK1 and O·PARK2) are 
located at Siu Ho Wan of 
North Lantau and Sha Ling of 
North district respectively to 
treat source-separated food 
waste at a total capacity 
of 500 tonnes per day.

Event organisers are recommended 
to contact EPD for further 
information regarding the collection 
and management of food waste.



16 

Example - Photo-taking and greeting with event participants
(Hong Kong Flower Show 2024)

To arouse event participants' awareness on reuse and recycling, the 
Big Waster mascot, greeted the participants at the Victoria Park and 
provided photo-taking opportunities during the event.

EPD also helped promoting the green event through social media 
platforms.
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Example - "Green Tips" shown on LCSD's website
(Hong Kong Flower Show 2024)

"Green Tips" were available on 
the event website to promote 
green practices to the 
participants.
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Different stadiums may have specific rules and regulations 
regarding prohibited items for public safety, such as 
bags, bottles, and long umbrellas. Event organisers are 
advised to consult with venue management based on the 
nature of the event and to remind all spectators to 
adhere to these guidelines.

Some examples of other stadium’s rules and regulations on 
drink containers/bottles and green practices are listed in 
Annex VI.
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EVENT MANAGEMENT/PLANNERS: 
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EVENT PARTICIPANTS: 

MEDIA: PRE-/POST-EVENT PROMOTION:
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NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS (NGOS):

Example - Donation of unsold pots of flowers and plants
(Lunar New Year Fair 2025)

FEHD gathered some 1 600 unsold pots 
of flowers and plants donated by 
licensees at the fairs. These were 
delivered to 242 elderly homes/
residential care homes for persons with 
disabilities and five public hospitals by 21 
volunteer teams comprising FEHD staff 
members.

Source: Press Release on January 29, 2025
https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202501/29/P2025012900530.htm( )
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GREEN AMBASSADORS:

CLEANSING CONTRACTORS:

ESTIMATE LOGISTIC AND MANPOWER COSTS 
FOR RECYCLABLE COLLECTION & HAULING

COLLECT ALL RECYCLABLES 
(CENTRALISED/STALL-BY-STALL BASIS) 

RECORD WASTE AND 
RECYCLABLE STATISTICS

PROVIDE TRAINING TO FRONTLINE 
CLEANSING STAFF 

APPOINT CERTIFIED CONTRACTOR(S) FOR 
COLLECTING WASTE AND RECYCABLES  
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SUPPLIERS:

VENDORS (OR EXHIBITORS):
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Support Green Procurement

Green procurement could contribute 
to circular economy through 
purchasing green products and 
services, particularly with higher 
recycled content and improved 
recyclability, which helps to drive up 
the market scale and facilitate 
circulation of resources in the closed-
loop system.

Think twice before using prepackaged cutlery sets

Vendors should only provide the utensils required for the 
type of food sold (such as fork or spoon), instead of offering 
a full set of pre-packaged cutlery.
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SPONSORS:

－
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https://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/sites/default/files/epd/english/
environmentinhk/noise/guide_ref/files/CG_E-06n.pdf

https://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/sites/default/files/epd/english/
environmentinhk/noise/help_corner/files/e_entgui_e.pdf

https://www.eeb.gov.hk/sites/default/files/en/node78/
guidelines_ex_lighting_install_eng.pdf

For further information about controls the "Guide", please 
visit the Environment and Ecology Bureau website at:

https://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/sites/default/files/epd/english/environmentinhk/noise/guide_ref/files/CG_E-06n.pdf
https://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/sites/default/files/epd/english/environmentinhk/noise/help_corner/files/e_entgui_e.pdf
https://www.eeb.gov.hk/sites/default/files/en/node78/guidelines_ex_lighting_install_eng.pdf
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I. WASTE/RECYCLABLE CATEGORIES
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II. WASTE/RECYCLABLE DATA COLLECTION
TABLE

2025
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III. CHECKLIST FOR EVENT WASTE
MANAGEMENT
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III. CHECKLIST FOR EVENT WASTE
MANAGEMENT (CON'T)
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IV. OTHER EVENT PARTNERS

https://www.foodangel.org.hk/
https://www.foodgrace.org.hk/
https://foodlinkfoundation.org/
https://recycling.salvationarmy.org.hk/
https://upcc.sjs.org.hk/
https://www.christian-action.org.hk/
https://www.pyjamahk.com/
https://shamrock.com.hk/
https://www.weuse.hk/
https://www.zebracatering.com/
https://www.bottless.hk/
https://www.and-joy.com/
https://www.recube.hk/
https://www.bottless.hk/
http://www.urbanspring.hk
https://lifesolutions.com.hk/
https://ww-fun.com/hk/greenpoint
https://www.ecomedia.hk/
https://www.cstsr.com.hk/
https://www.alba.com/business-area/smart-city-solutions/
https://www.tomra.com/reverse-vending
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V. THE REGULATION ON DISPOSABLE
PLASTIC TABLEWARE AND OTHER
PLASTIC PRODUCTS

The regulation on disposable plastic tableware and other 
plastic products has come into effect on April 22, 2024.

Sale (including displaying for sale purpose) and free distribution 
of the following disposable plastic products during the event are 
prohibited:

Balloon sticks Inflatable 
cheer sticks

Glow sticks

Party hats Umbrella bagsFood sticks Plastic 
toothpicks

Free supply of the following items is prohibited (but sales is 
allowed):

Disposable 
transparent 
plastic gloves

Plastic-packaged 
tissue paper for 
promotional use
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Takeaway Service

The following disposable plastic tableware cannot be 
supplied to the customers (either for free or at a charge):

Dine-in or Catering Service

Expanded 
Polystyrene (EPS) 

tableware

Straws Stirrers Cutlery (knife, 
fork, spoon)

Plates

Straws Stirrers Cutlery (knife, 
fork, spoon)

Plates

Food containers Food containers 
covers

Cups Cups lids

Expanded 
Polystyrene (EPS) 

tableware
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Alternatives to the Regulated Plastic Products

Paper balloon 
sticks

Reusable 
umbrella dryers / 
umbrella bags

Reusable 
fabric / paper 
party hats

Bamboo food 
sticks

Wooden / 
bamboo 
toothsticks

Reusable tableware Non-plastic disposable tableware
(made of bamboo, wood, paper, 

plant fibre, etc.)

Alternatives to the Regulated Plastic Tableware
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VI. EXAMPLES ON OTHER STADIUM'S
RULES AND REGULATIONS

Event organisers/venue management may refer to the above 
examples regarding the requirements for drink containers/bottles 
and implement green practices as appropriate.
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VII. USEFUL LINKS

https://www.wastereduction.gov.hk/
https://www.wastereduction.gov.hk/en-hk/industry-support/hong-kong-collector-recycler-directory
https://www.wastereduction.gov.hk/en-hk/resources-centre/supplier-list
https://www.wastereduction.gov.hk/en-hk/waste-reduction-programme/greening-your-events/green-service-event
https://www.wastereduction.gov.hk/en-hk/waste-reduction-programme/greening-your-events/green-service-after-event
https://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/english/environmentinhk/noise/guide_ref/noise_guidelines.html
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CONTACT US: 

DISCLAIMER: 

Environmental Protection Department

General Enquiry

Phone: 2838 3111
Email: enquiry@epd.gov.hk

Published: January 2018
(revised in March 2025)
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